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Rapid Recap: CHICAGO BEARS

BEARS PLAY COMPLEMENTARY FOOTBALL IN
WIN OVER RAMS

The defense allowed only one touchdown and running back D'Andre Swift generated 165 yards from scrimmage
and a TD to lead the Bears to an exciting 24-18 win over the Rams Sunday at Soldier Field.

The defense forced Los Angeles to settle for three field goals, while Swift led the Bears in rushing with 93 yards on
16 carries—including a 36-yard touchdown—and receiving with seven catches for 72 yards.

"l just got out of the locker room with the players, and I just told them how proud | was of them in terms of them
working, partnering with the coaches to improve," said coach Matt Eberflus. "l thought we took a big step in that
direction this week, improving on offense, defense and special teams. You could really see that during the course
of the game."

After punting on its first three possessions, the offense produced three TDs and one field goal on its next four
drives, giving the Bears a 24-15 lead.

Caleb Williams completed 17 of 23 passes for 157 yards with one touchdown, no turnovers and a career-high 106.6
passer rating.

"He was better because | thought he looked down the field for the shots, and when they weren't there, he took the
checkdowns," Eberflus said. "We got a lot of yards on those. That was better for him. He's got to keep improving
every single week, but | do think that for him, the operation, honoring the football, taking care of the football is the
No. 1 job of the quarterback, and he did an excellent job of that."

"When you don't have two turnovers, that's the most important thing," said Williams, who threw two interceptions in
last weekend's loss to the Colts. "When you have a defense like us, you've got a punter and a kicker than we have,
you're not turning the ball over, it goes a long way. You're going to win a lot of games."

The Bears defense was led by Jaquan Brisker, who recorded a team-high 12 tackles, one sack that forced the Rams
to settle for a field goal and a game-sealing interception of Matthew Stafford at the Los Angeles 18 with :56 to
play.

Brisker's pick came after the Rams had started their second straight possession at their own 8 following Tory Taylor
punts of 66 and 35 yards.

"The punter was great today," Eberflus said. "Tory was awesome."

Joshua Karty field goals of 46 and 37 yards on the Rams' first two possessions of the game gave them a 6-0 lead.
Los Angeles settled for the first kick after Gervon Dexter Sr. sacked Stafford for an eight-yard loss.

Stafford completed 20 of 29 passes for 224 yards but committed two turnovers. The first was instrumental in
giving the Bears a lead they would not relinquish.

Late in the first quarter, Montez Sweat sacked Stafford, causing a fumble that was recovered by Kyler Gordon at
the Rams' 16.

On third-and-9 from the 15, Keenan Allen drew a pass interference penalty on cornerback Tre'Davious White in the
end zone, giving the Bears the ball at the 1.
With Williams under center and reserve center Doug Kramer Jr. lined up at fullback, Roschon Johnson thundered up

the middle for a 1-yard touchdown run that gave the Bears a 7-6 lead with 5:42 remaining in the second quarter.
The Rams were in position to retake the lead, but Karty's 43-yard field goal attempt sailed wide left with 1:01 to
play in the first half.

Swift then turned a screen pass into a 27-yard gain, setting up Cairo Santos' 40-yard field goal, which increased
the Bears' lead to 10-6 with :09 left in the half.



https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/d-andre-swift/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/caleb-williams/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/jaquan-brisker/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/tory-taylor/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/gervon-dexter/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/montez-sweat/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/kyler-gordon/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/keenan-allen/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/doug-kramer/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/roschon-johnson/
https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/cairo-santos/

Rapid Recap: CHICAGO BEARS

BEARS PLAY COMPLEMENTARY FOOTBALL IN
WIN OVER RAMS CONT....

The Rams marched the length of the field on the opening possession of the second half, but the Bears defense
stiffened inside the 10, forcing Los Angeles to settle for Karty's 25-yard field goal, closing the gap to 10-9.

The Bears offense followed with its best drive of the game, covering 74 yards in 12 plays, capped by Williams' 9-
yard TD strike to DJ Moore on third-and-5. The score increased the Bears' lead to 17-9 with 2:37 remaining in the
third quarter.

The Rams responded with a six-play, 70-yard drive that culminated in running back Kyren Williams' 3-yard
touchdown run. But Stafford was unable to complete the subsequent two-point conversion pass, preserving the
Bears' 17-15 lead.

The Bears followed with their second straight touchdown on Swift's 36-yard scamper up the middle, widening the
margin to 24-15 with 12:26 to play.

Karty then made it a one-score game at 24-18 with a 52-yard field goal with 8:47 remaining. But the Rams never
threatened again, with Taylor's pinpoint punts and Brisker's late interception clinching the victory.

With the win, the Bears improved to 2-2 and will host the Panthers next Sunday at Soldier Field. Carolina fell to 1-3
with Sunday's 34-24 home loss to the Bengals.
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https://www.chicagobears.com/team/players-roster/dj-moore/

ARTICLE BY: Chicago I'ire Communications

CHICAGO FIRE TIES TORONTO FC 1-1

Chicago Fire FC (7-16-9, 30 points) came from behind to tie 1-1 with Toronto FC (11-17-4, 37 points)at SeatGeek
Stadium.

With the result, the Fire were eliminated from playoff contention with two matches remaining in the regular season.
Toronto struck first in first-half stoppage time when video review determined that a penalty kick should be awarded
to Toronto. Prince Owusu stepped up to the spot and sent it into the lower right corner in the fourth minute of first
half stoppage time.

Chicago tied the match in the 84th minute when Ariel Lassiter sent a ball across the goalmouth in the 85th minute.
Jonathan Dean followed the play, connecting with the ball at the far post to score his first career MLS goal.

NEXT MATCH: Chicago heads to the Queen City for a midweek encounter with Charlotte FC on Wednesday, Oct. 2,
at Bank of America Stadium. The match is scheduled to kick off at 6:30 p.m. CT and will be broadcast globally on
MLS Season Pass, and transmitted locally in Spanish on WRTO 1200 AM and in English on wisam.com.

Notes:

e Justin Reynolds recorded his first career MLS start on Saturday night. The South Loop, Chicago, native recorded
75 minutes of action in his sixth appearance as a member of the Men in Red. At 20 years, 55 days, Reynolds is
the sixth youngest player to record a start for the Fire since 2021.

¢ Justin Reynolds, alongside his older brother Andre, are the only Homegrown siblings to record starts as members
of Chicago Fire FC.

¢ Jonathan Dean entered the match in the 75th minute for Reynolds, scoring his first MLS goal in the 85th minute
for the Men in Red.

e With his assist, Ariel Lassiter recorded his eighth assist of the 2024 campaign, and his first as a member of the
Chicago Fire.

e Chris Brady started in his single-season record 3lst regular season match. With 31 games played this season,
Brady tied former Fire goalkeeper Sean Johnson for the third-most appearances by a netminder in a single
season. Brady's 99 saves this season are also a new single-season record for the Naperville, lll., native.

e Kellyn Acosta tied his single-season career high in regular season games played with 32. His 32 games played
with the Fire in 2024 are tied with his rookie season (2016) and his first season with LAFC (2022).

¢ Defenders Chase Gasper (leg), Andrew Gutman (leg) and Carlos Terdn (leg) were unavailable for tonight’s

match. Winger Maren Haile-Selassie was also unavailable, as he and his partner Christina are anticipating the
birth of their first child.
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CARVANA

OFFICIAL FRONT OF KIT PARTNER

Carvana - an industry pioneer for buying and selling used vehicles online - joins the Fire
as their Front Kit Partner, as well as being named the Club’s Official Online Auto Retailer
Partner and Presenting Partner of the Chicago Fire FC Regular Season. Through the
multiyear agreement, Carvana will become an integral part of the Flre’ 2024 campaign,
appearing across the First Team, MLS NEXT Pro (Chicago Fire lI); >hicago Fire
~ Academy team jerseys, and working with the Club to bring new col
Ly outh sports and school programming initiatives, and
S|dents and Chicago Fire Season Ticket Members. For more
.carvana.com and follow at @Carvana.



https://www.carvana.com/
https://twitter.com/Carvana
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